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MPO MAJOR THOROUGHFARE PLAN

After adoption of the Major Thoroughfare Plan (Major T-Plan) by the Policy
Committee last year, the MPO sought local adoption of the Plan this quarter. This
comprehensive road network plan for the next 20 years includes changes to add,
realign, and change future roadways based on projected
future volumes, congestion, and needs. In an effort to better
\. inform the community and allow for additional local input

" before final adoption of the Plan by the local entities, the

MPO began a series of three public meetings to further
explam how the Northeast Farmington area will connect to these proposed regional
corridors. Meetings have been held on March 31 and April 14. The remaining public
meeting is scheduled for April 28 at Country Club Elementary School.

"View the MPO Major Thoroughfare Plan Maps at: www.farmingtonmpo.org/maps

2010 Census Shows Continuing Growth

Census figures have been issued by the U.S. Census Bureau. Data for New Mexico,
San Juan County, and the three cities are provided in the following table:

Entity 2000 Population 2010 Population % Change
New Mexico 1,819,046 2,059,179 13.2%
San Juan County 113,801 130,044 14.3%
Farmington 37,844 45,877 21.2%
Aztec 6,378 6,763 6.0%
Bloomfield 6,417 8,112 26.4%
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NMDOT STATEWIDE RAIL PLAN

Last October, the New Mexico Department of Transporta-
tion (NMDOT) gave a presentation on the development of
its Statewide Rail Plan during the Technical Committee
meeting of the Farmington Metropolitan Planning Organi-
zation (FMPO). The presentation provided an overview of
the steps that will take place to develop the plan. The
purpose of the Rail Plan is to set forth State policy and
strategies involving passenger and freight rail and serve
as the basis for federal and state rail investment. The Rail
Plan will identify future projects eligible for federal fund-
ing and it will prioritize these projects to enhance rail ser-
vice statewide.

While the NMDOT works on vision, goals, and objectives
and is in the early stages of plan development, it offers
interested local stakeholders and members of the public
an opportunity to provide input on rail strategies, needs,
and projects for San Juan County. Since San Juan County
is one of only a few counties in the state without rail ser-
vice, stakeholders are in a position to influence how rail
could most benefit San Juan County.

Because of the considerable local interest shown in as-

sisting with the development of rail strategies and projects for San Juan County, the Farmington MPO and its
member entities held a kick-off public meeting on March 30th at the Farmington Civic Center. The meeting was
well attended by elected officials, interested citizens, local business owners, and representatives from the oil
and gas industry, power plants, and agriculture sector.

Bill Craven and Tim Harris with NMDOT Transit & Rail Division spoke about the process of developing the plan
and establishing priorities, determining strategies for service improvements and supporting economic growth,
stakeholder outreach, and public input. A draft of the Plan is expected to be completed in the summer or fall of
2011.

Margaret McDaniel with SJEDS briefly summarized previous work done by her or-
ganization to gauge interest in rail for San Juan County and reiterated the impor-
tance of rail for the economy of San Juan County.

The meeting was opened to general discussion and public comment. Questions
and comments considered local interest and the need for rail, goals for the Rail
Plan, connections to economic development, as well as funding options. Another
™ stakeholder public meeting may be called as development of the State Rail Plan
continues.

A summary of the meeting and public comments made can be found on the MPO website.
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RED APPLE TRANSIT STUDY

On January 25, 2011 the Farmington City Council was presented the Red Apple —‘
Transit Study Final Report. Completed by LSC Consultants in cooperation with T

the MPO and Red Apple Transit, the report outlines the projected transit need &
this area will have over the next ten years. It lists several recommendations for s
Red Apple Transit to implement based on those needs. The following budget-
neutral recommendations have been accepted:

Install more bus stops on local and regional routes

Convert from loop routes to two-way linear routes

Extend all-day service outward to Farmington City limits

Kirtland Bronco Route to serve CR 6100 and San Juan College West
Identify Transfer/hub locations on publicly owned property
Marketing & Performance Monitoring

View the Red Apple Transit
Study Final Report at:
www.farmingtonmpo.org/
transit.html
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RISING GASOLINE PRICES...WHAT YOU CAN DO

With rising gasoline prices, here is some information to think about when you consider your
transportation options:

Cost to Drive - Begin by calculating what it costs to drive your car. The American Public
Transportation Association web site will do the math for you. Go to www.apta.com and click on
the “Savings Calculator.”

Red Apple Transit - Take the bus to get around town. Cash fare for a single ride is $1.00 per bus and
transfers are free. A monthly service pass costs $30 and a monthly regional route pass is $120. Discounted
fares are available for seniors, youth, students, and disabled citizens. The Red Apple Trip Planner is available
by calling 505-325-3409 or at http.//www.fmtn.org/city_services/red_apple_transit/index.html.

, ‘ Walking or Bicycling -The health and cost benefits of walking or biking to work can be great.
E%wn The MPO, in conjunction with its member entities, has worked hard to develop the Farming-
-y ton MPO Bicycle Pedestrian Plan. This plan has been adopted by all of its member entities
% and is now being implemented. Within the region there are well developed river trails and

an on-road bicycle lane system. It’s also possible to combine bike and bus travel.

What Else - If none of these travel alternatives work for you and driving remains as your only option,
consider buying a fuel-efficient car and/or adopting strategies to conserve your fuel consumption. Drive at an
even speed. Avoid idling. Check your tire pressure regularly and fix fuel leaks. Plan each trip to include
multiple destinations such as work, grocery store, dry cleaners, etc.

Adopting these travel habits can contribute to cleaner air, reduced traffic congestion, and cost-savings.
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To add your name to our mailing list, just send us an e-mail, write us a letter, or
stop by our office. We’ll need to know your name, address (either electronic or
U.S. mail), and whether you want meeting notifications, the newsletter, or both.

Here’s how to reach us:

MAILING INFORMATION

800 Municipal Drive
Farmington, NM 87401

E-mail:
jdelmagori@fmtn.org

Web Page:
www.FarmingtonMPQO.org

CONTACT INFORMATION
Phone: (505) 599-1466
Fax: (505) 599-1299
Office: 100 W. Broadway

2nd Floor
Farmington, NM 87401

FARMINGTON STAFF

Mary L. Holton, AICP:
MPO Officer

Joe Delmagori:
MPO Planner

Martin Lucero:
MPO Assoc. Planner

June Markle:
MPO Admin Aide




